Percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy tubes: the nurse's role in a moral, ethical, and legal dilemma.
The introduction of percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy tubes (PEG) has enabled us to prolong the life of those who would otherwise die of malnutrition. This option has forced the medical community and society to consider the implications of this procedure not only for their loved ones but for themselves. What are the factors that influence the implementation of this procedure and what are the ramifications of this action? Concern for a loved one is but one issue. There is a far more universal impact. This article explores some of the considerations for the use of feeding tubes.